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In The Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for e xtracting milk from animals of a total number of 
animals wher e in th e e xtract e d milk yield is d e t e rmin e d of determining a milk yield for a group of 
dairy animals, the method comprising the steps of: 

selecting a subgroup of animals from the group of dairy animals: 

determining a subgroup milk yield for the a subgroup of animals ; and eftly 

calculating a milk yield for the group of dairy animals using the subgroup milk yield as a 
factor . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1^ wh e r e in a total wherein the step 
of calculating a milk yield of the total numb e r of for the group of dairy animals is derived from 
the actual quantity of milk yield extracted from the subgroup of animals . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein and fiirther comprising 
the steps of: 

determining a milk yield of an individual animal from of at l e ast one animal of a the 

subgroup of animals : and is d e t e rmined 
calculating a milk yield for the group of dairy animals using the individual animal's milk 
yield as a factor . 

(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4-3, and fiirther comprising the step 
wh e r e in at l e ast on e animal, pr e f e rably on e 

identifying an animal of the subgroup , is id e ntifi e d that is representative of the subgroup . 
(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4- 3, and fiirther comprising the step 

storing wh e r e in individual animal data ar e stor e d to be used as factors in calculating 
milk yield for the subgroup . 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2 wherein tiie individual animal 
data are tdcen into accoxmt wh e n used as a factor in determining the total milk yield for the group 
of dairy animals . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1^ wh e r e in and further comprising 
the step of: 

deriving a measure or a charact e ristic for accumulated lactation milk yield is d e riv e d for 
at least one animal of the subgroup of animals to be used in calculating a milk 
yield for the subgroup of dairy animals . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , and further comprising the step 
of: 

deriving wh e r e in a measure or a charact e ristic for a daily milk yield and/or a milk yi e ld 
p e r w ee k and/or a milk yi e ld p e r month is d e riv e d from a plurality of milkings for 
at least one animal of the subgroup of animals. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim K and further comprising the steps 
of: 

calculating wh e r e in the length of time between milkin gs: and 

using the length of time between milkings as a factor in determining a milk yield for the 
subgroup of dairy animals is tak e n into account . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim U wh e r e in th e d e termined and 
further comprising the steps of: 

comparing a milk yi e lds are compar e d with milk yield prognoses with the milk yield 

determined for the subgroup of animals: and 
using the comparison as a factor in calculating a milk yield for the group of dairy 

animals . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the subgroup miik 
yields e xtract e d ar e m e asur e d for is milked by milking machines that nimiber from between 
about 1 % and about 75 %, in particular b e tw ee n 2 % and 50 %, pr e f e rably b e twe e n 3 % and 20 
% of th e total numb e r of milking units <44 of the total number of milking units used to milk the 
group. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the animals whos e milk 
yi e lds ar e d e t e rmin e d are sel e ct e d the step of selecting a subgroup of animals comprises the step 
of 

selecting dairy animals randomly from the group . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1^ wherein the step of selecting a 
subgroup of animals comprises the step of: th e milk yi e lds of 

selecting specific specified animals are det e rm ined known to be representatiye of the 
subgroup of dairy animals . 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 . and further comprising the steps 
o£ 

selecting a second subgroup of animals that does not include any dairy animals from 

the subgroup of dairy animals: 
determining milk yields wh e rein during a second milking session for the second subgroup 

the milk yi e lds of animals ar e d e termin e d which were not determined during a 

first milking session : and 
calculating milk yield for the group of animals using the milk yields from the second 

milking session . 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 . wherein the step of selecting a 
subgroup of dairy animals, wh e r e in ov e r a sp e cifi e d period of tim e , in particular of day s , w ee ks 
or months, a group of animals is se l e ct e d out of a h e rd whos e milk yi e ld s or charact e ristics 
corresponding to th e milk yi e lds ar e d e t e rmin e d comprises the step of: 

selecting animals for the subgroup based on each animal's milk yields over time . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim L and fiirther comprising the steps 
of: wh e rein a comparison is mad e of 

comparing the actual milk yield of the subgroup with milk yield prognoses and in 

d e p e nd e nc e on the result of said comparisonffi]] : and 
initiating at least one dairy process i s initiat e d as a result of said comparison . 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 
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21. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the subgroup is milked by milking 
machines that number from between about 2% and about 50 % of the total number of milking 
machines used to milk the dairy animals in the group. 

22. (New) The method according to claim 1, wherein the subgroup is milked by milking 
machines that number from between about 3 % and about 20 % of the total number of milking 
machines used to milk the dairy animals in the group. 

23. (New) A device for determining a total milk yield for a group of dairy animals, the device 
comprising: 

a milk meter for measuring milk yield from only a subgroup of cows; and 
a calculating device for using the measured milk yield from only the subgroup of 
dairy animals to arrive at a total milk yield for the group of dairy animals. 

24. (New) The device according to claim 23, and fiirther comprising: 
a dairy animal selector; and 

a controller in communication with the selector. 

25. (New) The device according to claim 23, and fiirther comprising: 
a dairy animal selector; and 

a controller in electronic commxmication with the selector. 

26. (New) The device according to claim 23, and fiirther comprising: 
an animal identification device; and 

a selector in communication with the identification device to select dairy animals to be 
included in the subgroup. 
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